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Dane County Acreage Changes
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Land Use Efficiency
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�‡ Is it Use-Value Assessment f inally working?
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�‡ Is it Use-Value Assessment finally working?
�‡ Passed in 1995, 

fully implemented in 2000
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�‡ Is it Farmland Preservation Tax Credits 
finally working?

�‡ 2023: 700 claims, $1.3M on 133,000 
acres (about $10/acre)

�‡ 2023 Dane County ag land 
average sale price: $7,400/ acre 
(with rumors of offers for $20K/acre 
and up)
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Less Single- Family Detached Housing



���%���1�`�0���	���-�-�"�+�&�+�$�i

More Attached- Unit Housing, 
Less Single- Family Detached Housing

�‡ Because CARPC adopted a plan 
encouraging this?
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More Attached- Unit Housing, 
Less Single- Family Detached Housing

�‡ Because CARPC said this should 
happen in a planning document?

�‡ We DID say this should happen.

�‡
opinion about what should happen

�‡ And we collected those opinions 
as it was already happening 
(2018- 2019)
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More Attached- Unit Housing, 
Less Single- Family Detached Housing

�‡ Preferences

�‡ SF Valuations/ Construction Costs

�‡ Persistent low rental vacancy

�‡ Local Policy



What about the role of preservation 
purchases and easements?
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2024

How Much 
Land Is 

Currently 
Protected 

from 
Development?
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How Much 
(Farm) Land Is 

Currently 
Protected 

from 
Development?

CURRENT ESTIMATE:
7,400 ACRES 
PROTECTED 
FARMLAND
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Challenges

�‡ Data Centers

�‡ Solar Farms

�‡ Succession Planning
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Opportunities and Actions

�‡ Conservation Easements

�‡ Local Purchase of Development Rights 
and Transfer of Development Rights 
Programs (PDR/ TDR)

�‡ Municipal Boundary Agreements

�‡ Strategic Edge Development

�‡ NOT a Conservation Neighborhood

�‡ NOT necessarily an Agrihood

�‡ A designed urban/ ag edge within 
a property



Opportunities and Actions

�‡ Conservation Easements

�‡ Local Purchase of Development 
Rights and Transfer of Development 
Rights Programs (PDR/ TDR)

�‡ Municipal Boundary Agreements

�‡ Strategic Edge Development

�‡ In ALL of the above: 
Emphasize Nutrient Retention and 
Water Quality protect ions



Discussion
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�‡ Continue to encourage infill 
development, centers and corridors 

�‡ Support boundary agreements and 
PDR/ TDR programs

�‡ Help figure out a response to data 
centers

�‡ Support water quality protect ion 
practices on ag lands (especially when 
protect ing it from development)




